Albinism in Nigeria with delineation of new recessive oculocutaneous type.
Seventy-nine Nigerian oculocutaneous albinos were investigated. Fifty-six had typical tyrosinase-positive albinism (TPA) and 23 had brown albinism (BA), a new oculocutaneous type. The TPA were characterized by localized but no generalized skin pigment, yellow hair, blue to brown irides, nystagmus, and reduced or absent retinal pigment. Localized skin pigment included freckles and lentigines. The iris and skin pigment were the result of the slow accumulation of pigment with age as both were found in older individuals. The most severe skin changes were premalignant keratoses and squamous cell carcinoma of the skin, and the skin malignancies were the major factor in limiting the lifespan for TPA. The BA were characterized by generalized light brown skin pigment, light brown hair, blue to brown irides, nystagmus, and reduced retinal pigment. There was little accumulation or change of pigment in the eyes or skin with age. The generalized light skin pigment was effective in reducing sensitivity to solar radiation and very few BA had premalignant keratoses. Pedigree analysis for BA suggested on autosomal recessive inheritance pattern.